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The World Health Organization

The World Health Organization (WHO) is an organization within the
United Nations that works to improve health around the entire
world. It does this not only by providing health care in poor areas,
but also by conducting research in order to wipe out disease and by
helping countries develop their health care systems. The WHO was
started by the United Nations on April 7, L948. April 7 is now known
as "World Health Day." The United Nations has 193 member
countries today.

One important role of the WHO is to gather data about health
around the world. It compiles statistics about things like the leading
causes of death in different areas of the world and how often certain
diseases occur. It even keeps track of smoking in different parts of
the world. Tracking these kinds of data helps the WHO understand
what needs to be donb to help people. The WHO data also helps
researchers in individual countries, where much of the medical
research in the world takes place.

Another role of the WHO is to help keep people healthy around the
world. The WHO sponsors many health programs. Some of these
programs focus on wiping out specific diseases, such as dengue, a
deadly flu-like virus transmitted by mosquitoes in tropical areas of
the world. The WHO helps prevent this disease through programs
that control the spread of mosquitoes and by conducting research.
The WHO also makes sure as many children as possible in the world
have been immunized against diseases such as whooping cough,
measles, and tuberculosis. The WH0's aggressive Global Polio
Eradication Initiative has wiped out polio from much of the world.

The WHO also plays a role responding to crises around the world.
For example, the WHO has set up a rehydration center to help
people dehydrated from drought in Yemen. Drought also leads to
malnutrition, because food cannot grow without water. When there
is a famine, the WHO treats medical complications that result from
severe malnutrition and helps fight disease in communities
weakened by lack of food.

The Eurqpean Un,ion

The European Union (EU) is a partnership between countries in
Europe that is designed to help them avoid conflict by making them
dependent on each other. The EU began in 1951 with a treaty
between six countries who agreed to operate their coal and steel
industries together. This way, none of the six could manufacture its
own weapons to use against the others in war. Later, the six
countries began to adopt the same economic rules, such as paying
farmer$ in al! countries the Eame for their produce. They also
allowed g6ods to be traded between the six counhies wiihout any
taxes for moving products across borders. The idea was that
countries that depended on each other would be less likely t<l go to
war against each other. Today, the EU has 27 member countries.

one role of the EU is to create a single economy in which all of the
members participate. All of the countries use the same unit of
money, called the Euro. Goods trade freely between the member
countries without being taNed.

Another role of the EU is to act as a single voice in the world for its
member countries. The EU is run by a European government that is
made up of representatives voted into office by citizens in the 27
countries, The government of the EU makes decisions about what
the EU as a group will do about a wide variety of issues, such as
terrorism. By acting as one unit, the members have more influence
than they would if they each acted alone. For example, the EU
might use its influence to negotiate peace between countries in
conflict.

Finally, the EU plays a major role giving aid to countries around the
world that have problems such as hunger, disease, and
environmental contamination. For example, the EU keeps aid
workers in the caribbean to help people in those countries develop
better ways to cope with natural disasters such as hurricanes and
earthquakes. The EU is also actively distributing food to people in
the poorest countries of Africa.
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